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Your love, your support, and your action matter! It takes all of us to
accomplish the work of God’s kingdom here at St. Thomas and in the

wider community. If you love St. Thomas, we invite you to put your love
in action and make a pledge to the faith community we cherish. 
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“One of the true joys of St.

Thomas is music, not just the
choir and choristers, but

the hymns, preludes
and postludes

played by Doug
and others with

him. There aren’t
many opportunities

these days to experience
great music integrated with
our daily lives and and this

part deserves special recognition.”

“I love the worship services at St. Thomas which
are inspiring and soul enriching, thanks to our
clergy and staff. I especially love the Holy Week
services - the communal meal and foot washing are
special on Maundy Thursday, and the Easter Vigil
'lights my fire'.”

Inspiring worship and beautiful
music are at the heart of St. Thomas...

worship& music



We want our parish, ministries, and
staff to thrive during this time of transition.
It is our goal for 2023 for every member of St.
Thomas to make a pledge. No gift is too small!

What is our 2023
pledge goal?

What inspires our generosity?
Generosity begins when we acknowledge God’s
abundant blessings in our lives. We have been blessed
with so much: the gift of life, of love, and this
community that helps us to know, love and serve God.
Through Jesus, God has shared God’s acceptance and
forgiveness with us. Our gratitude for these gifts leads
us naturally to give generously in return.

We give because we have been created in the image of
a generous and loving God. We give because it is our
very nature to do so. We give to develop the spiritual
discipline of putting God first in our lives. And we give
so that others may come to know and love the
generous God we serve.

Why do we give?

Why pledge?
A pledge is an act of faith and trust in God’s abundance, and it is an expression of
commitment that acknowledges our role as stewards of all that God has entrusted
to our care. 

We pledge out of consideration for our
leaders, the Vestry and staff, so they may
anticipate the resources we will have available
and develop a plan to use those resources
effectively to fulfill our mission to serve God
and our neighbors. 



Whether it is watching our children listening
to a Godly Play story, hearing our teens having
fun at Youth Group, or participating as an adult
at Bible Study, growing our faith together is a
vital part of our family’s life at St. Thomas...

formation

“The Sunday
Forums, Wednesday

Night Programs,
and Bible study

have given us great
opportunities to

grow in faith and
learn more. And

they have been very
well taught – always

worth the time!”

"I really enjoyed Steve Best’s seminar on Mobilizing
Compassion last spring. The thoughtful conversation

among the participants was very meaningful and
educational. I also enjoyed the contemplative worship

service that followed the seminar and the dinner
after where we all had the chance to get to know each

other and engage in conversation.”
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What if I don’t think that I can
afford to make a pledge?
We know that inflation, the recent decline in the stock market, and
the threat of recession are creating challenging financial times. But
even with this uncertainty, God’s abundant grace is ever present.
This is a time to live faithfully and in gratitude. 

No pledge is too small. Every pledge builds the community of
pledgers that allow us to move our mission forward. It is amazing
how your sense of investment and belonging at St Thomas will
grow once you have made an intentional commitment to return a
portion of your resources, no matter the amount, to God’s service.
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Support our beautiful worship and music and our formation
programs for children, youth, and adults
Make it possible to share Christ’s transforming love with our
neighbors through our outreach ministries
Help us to extend an invitation and welcome to newcomers to
St. Thomas
Support our talented and dedicated staff
Operate and maintain our buildings and grounds

In 2023 your pledge gifts will…

How will my pledge dollars be used?

We invite you to reflect prayerfully on the amount of your gift. We encourage a
pledge that makes you feel good to be doing your part in this beloved community.
And remember: God wants us to grow in generosity as individuals and as a church,
thus, we ask you to consider proportional giving. A tithe, or 10% of one’s income, is
mentioned in the Bible as a standard of giving. We encourage you to move toward
that goal through increasing the proportion of your income that you give to
support God’s work. The table on the enclosed pledge card will help you calculate
the amount that is right for you and your family. If your circumstances change, you
can always adjust your pledge.

How much should I pledge?



"The meals and
the prayers we
received as my wife
recovered from
surgery and I
recovered from
COVID made us
feel so loved and
cared for. We love
the St. Thomas
community!”

Pastoral care is central to our life at St. Thomas.
Whether we’ve received a home-cooked meal, a home

visit from a Lay Eucharistic minister, or a ride to church
or the doctor’s office, we’ve been blessed through the

compassionate care of our fellow parishioners.

pastoral care

"What a blessing it has been to be part of a care team
that walks so gracefully alongside families during times
of grieving and loss. From the coordination of the
music and liturgy for memorials, to the set up and
cleanup of the church for receptions, to the altar guild
tending our worship space, to the sound engineers, St.
Thomas continues to be a place and a community that
cares about people and what they are going through”



Formation
27%

Music
20%

Administration
17%

Diocesan Assessment
14%

Worship
12%

Pastoral Care
4%

Outreach
2%

Complete and sign a pledge card and submit it on In-Gathering Sunday, November
6th or mail it to the office. Once you have made your pledge, please automate your
pledge payments, through the Giving Section in St. Thomas Connect. For more info,
visit www.stthomasmedina.org/giving or call the office at (425) 454-9541.

How do I make a pledge?

Why is pledging for 2023 so important?
With a new rector in place, St. Thomas will be making a fresh start in our ministries.
As we recover from the effects of COVID, we need your help now more than ever to
ensure that we can continue to support the ministries we have enjoyed and to create
new initiatives. Your pledge has never been more important to our community. 

In each of the last three years, St. Thomas has received a significant gift from the
estate of Barney Ebsworth to underwrite the operating and maintenance costs
associated with the Ebsworth Life Center. We will not be receiving this gift in 2023.
We have placed a portion of each gift into our reserves, but we need your help to
replace the Ebsworth gift so that we may maintain our existing staff and ministries and
continue as good stewards of our facilities.

Community Life
4% | $66,250

Formation
27% | $444,138

Outreach*
2% | $28,837

We project that it will cost $1,627,506 to support our ministries, programs, and
operations in 2023.†

What are our operating costs for 2023?

Pastoral Care
4% | $67,550

Worship
12% | $188,341

Administration
17% | $276,488

Music
20% | $326,518

Diocesan
Assessment

12% | $188,341

† Scan the QR code to access a detailed,
line-item budget or visit the website at
www.stthomasmedina.org/2023budget

*Additional funding for outreach
comes from a separate reserve fund.

http://www.stthomasmedina.org/2023budget


“The Ukraine benefit Concert was
a magnificent way to emphasize the

mobilization of compassion and
humanitarian aid for Ukraine. We
were completely blown away by the

exquisite orchestra and choir
blended with the heartfelt

prayerful intercession. Our
souls are forever touched by

the generous support from
the St. Thomas family.”

Sharing Christ’s love in our community and
beyond through prayer, hands-on service,
community action, and financial support is of
vital importance to the people of St. Thomas.

outreach &social justice

“One reason I chose to be a member
of St. Thomas is because our parish
acts on Jesus' commandment to 'Love
our Neighbor', through its commitment
to ministries such as Renewal Food
Bank, Congregations for the Homeless,
and Refugee Resettlement. For me, the
St. Thomas support of these ministries
to our valued neighbors exemplifies
Love in Action!” x
s
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“Whether it’s enjoying the pipers
together on Pentecost, watching
our beautiful young angels in the
Christmas Pageant, or bringing
my dog for his annual blessing

on St. Francis Day, there’s no
place I’d rather be than with
my friends at St. Thomas!”

Jesus understood the power of fellowship and
time spent sharing a meal! Gracious hospitality,

table fellowship and celebrations of life build
community and deepen relationships.

community life &
fellowship

“The many fellowship
opportunities are one of our
favorite things about St.
Thomas. We love the coffee
hours after the service, the
Wednesday evening suppers, the
potlucks, picnics, and festive gatherings.
It’s wonderful to be able to able to join
with our faith community breaking bread
together, celebrating and sharing our stories.”
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As senior warden at St. Thomas, I rely on
the staff for support. I’m continually impressed
by how talented, faithful, dedicated and hard-
working they are, and they always have a smile
even when they are overworked. We are truly
blessed to have them!”

Sharing Christ’s love in our community and
beyond through prayer, hands-on service,

staff &admin-istration

I love our
diligent clergy,
staff and
Vestry who
are working so
hard to keep
us going in
tough times. 
 Thank you.”
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u“We have beautiful, useful
and amazing facilities! I’m
so grateful to our founders
who created this beautiful
campus. It’s a joy and a
privilege to build on
their efforts to meet
the needs of St. Thomas
now and in the future.”
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call to ActIont

An act of faith that puts God first
A tangible way of saying that faith in God through Christ
Jesus is vital to your life  
Your acknowledgment of God’s generosity and abundant
grace in your life
A concrete way to support God’s mission in the world by
supporting the ministries of St. Thomas

Your pledge enables us to plan our programs and ministries
and to live out our mission and vision.  As you fill out your
Pledge Card, included in this mailing, prayerfully consider
that making a pledge to give is… 



Why do I give to St. Thomas? I give because
I love St. Thomas.  I can’t imagine my life

without it.  The community I experience here,
the care of our clergy and my fellow parishioners,
the beautiful worship and music and the chance to
be of service – all of these things have enhanced
my life and made me a better person.  I have
received so much and I want to give back in

gratitude so that others can share in the blessings
I have received.  It’s so meaningful to be part of

something larger than myself and to see my
generosity multiplied.  This is why I give, and I
hope others will join me in giving to St. Thomas
so that we can do an even better job of sharing
God’s love both inside and outside the parish.

s
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ST. THOMAS
episcopal church

8398 NE 12th St
Medina, WA 98039

 
(425) 454-9541


