
  

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

DECEMBER 24, 2022 
 
 

Pageant & Holy Eucharist 
4:00 pm 

 

 

It is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.  For salvation is 

nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far 

gone, the day is near.  Let us then lay aside the works of  darkness 

and put on the armor of  light. 

 

Romans 13: 11-12 
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PRELUDE     Noel           Louis Daquin 

WELCOME 

Merry Christmas!    

Welcome to St. Thomas Episcopal Church!    

 

Whether you are joining us for the first time or have been a member for decades, you are welcome 

here. Whether you find yourself  full of  faith or questioning, you are welcome here. Whether your 

partner or parent dragged you to church, or you dragged your kids or partner back to church with 

you, you are welcome here. Whether you worship virtually or in person, you are welcome here. 

Whether you’ve come with a crying baby finding her voice or find yourself  an empty nester, you are 

welcome here. Sinner and Saint, rich and poor, binary and non-binary, churchgoer and golfer, you 

are welcome here!   

 

We are grateful that you chose to join us to celebrate the Nativity of  our Lord Jesus Christ! The 

story of  Christmas is God’s great love story for you and for me. It is a story about a God who 

creates us out of  and for love, and never gives up on us, even when we turn away from God’s love. It 

is a story about a God who will continue to pursue the human family, risking it all, until we are 

found by God’s love through the wonder of  a newborn King.    

 

On this holy night, “when the soul felt its worth,” may you would feel cherished by the One who 

makes this grand gesture just for you. May you be swept up into God’s unfolding story of  salvation, 

and see how all things are being made possible through the coming of  this  

newborn King.    

 

Come, let us go to Bethlehem to behold this newborn King!    

Come, let us behold this newborn Savior, and be held by His love for us!   

Come, let us go, and adore Him!   
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At the sound of  the bell, all rise as able and sing.   

HYMN AT THE PROCESSION 

The Hymnal 1982, 83 ©  Frederick Oakeley, The English Hymnal; Sources: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others; Tune Name: 
Adeste fideles  
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 
Presider Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
All  You come to your people and set them free. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Presider God be with you.  
All  And also with you.  
Presider Let us pray.  

O  God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of  the 
true Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of  that Light on 

earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy 
Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  

All  Amen. 

All are seated. 
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Presider  This night is like no other night. It is a time to dream and sing our way 

   to Bethlehem. The children will show us how to go. 

Narrator 1  The little town we seek sets in the hill country some ten miles south 
   of  Jerusalem. For thousands of  years the houses have huddled 
   there on the hilltop like a family baking bread. “Bethlehem” means  
   “House of  Bread.” 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT* 

The Hymnal 1982, 79;  Sources Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) 
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Narrator 2  As night gathers, the last two travelers come slowly up the road. Look, 
   there is a young woman about to be a mother. She is walking with her 
   husband. They are Joseph and Mary from Nazareth! They have walked 
   for six days to come to this city where King David was born, so long ago. 
 
   They have come, like so many others, because the Roman emperor wants 
   to count each one, so he can take their money as a tax. 
 
   But it is late, and Mary is so weary. Where will they sleep? There is no 
   room in the inn. They decide to sleep with the animals. 

The Hymnal 1982, 102; Words: St. 3 © 1982 James Warring McCrady. Music: © 1957, Novello and Company Limited. Used by permission.  
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Narrator 3  Stars brighten slowly in the sky. All creation holds its breath. Suddenly, 
   from  the stable, comes the cry of  a newborn child! Mary gently wraps 
   the baby in a blanket and lays him in the feed box filled with straw. 

The Hymnal 1982, 101; Copyright holder: Ralph Vaughan Williams; Sources: Traditional Carol; Cradle Song 
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Narrator 4  In the hills outside of  Bethlehem, shepherds watch their shadowy  
   sheep. All at once, the dark is lost in light, and in the midst of  the light 
   is something brighter: the faces of  angels. 
 
   The fearful shepherds then hear music in the sky, and a voice says  
   clearly, “Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of  great joy, a joy to 
   be shared by all people. Today in the City of  David a Savior is born! He 
   is Christ, the Lord.” 
 
   Then more angels appear, a whole heavenly host of  them, praising God 
   and singing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
   to all people, everywhere.” 
 
   The shepherds run with joy across the fields to Bethlehem to the barn 
   behind the inn. There they find the Holy Family and creep forward,  
   overwhelmed with mystery, to find Nativity itself  in the center of  all 
   that love. 

The Hymnal 1982, 94: Music: Copyright © Craig Stellar Lang, Hymns Ancient and Modern, Used by permission. Source: Nahum Tate (1625-1715) 
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Narrator 5  Three camels plod up the road to Bethlehem. They have come from the  
   East, far beyond the Arabian Desert, perhaps from as far as the Caspian  
   Sea. The camels carry three kings, the wise ones, the Magi. They are  
   following the wild star, the destiny they had never seen before, and they  
   are following it, wherever it goes, to find the King its shining shows them. 

The Hymnal 1982, 128; John Henry Hopkins, Jr. (1820-1891), alt.  
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Narrator 6  The kings’ journey ends in a new kind of  king. Their restlessness rests 
   at last. They fall to their knees and give him bright gold, sweet-smelling 
   frankincense, and bitter myrrh, brought so far with so much love. 
 
   So now we all come to Bethlehem, following the star, to find God-with-
   us. We come, as people have come all through the ages, to bring our own 
   gifts to this Child, God’s gift to us. 

The Hymnal 1982, 100; ©  Lowell Mason ; Sources: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.  Tune Name: Antioch  

Parents and friends are invited to take pictures at this time. Children will then go to the back of  the church 

to remove costumes during the hymn.  
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SERMON   The Rev. Elizabeth (Liz) R. Costello 

Reader  The Gospel of  the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

All rise as able.  

THE GOSPEL 

Reader  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (2:1-20): 

All  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

I n those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of  Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of  Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of  
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of  David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to de-
liver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of  cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of  the Lord stood before them, and the glory of  
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of  great joy for 
all the people: to you is born this day in the city of  David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of  cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of  the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 
 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they 
made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
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All  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and 
  earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen.  
  
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally  
  begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from  Light, true God from 
  true God, begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Father. Through 
  him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
  from heaven: by the power of  the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
  the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified  
  under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
  he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into  
  heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.  

 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
  kingdom will have no end.   
  
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds 
  from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is  
  worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We  
  believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge  
  one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resurrection 
  of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

All rise as able.   

THE NICENE CREED 

PEACE 

Presider The peace of  God be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 

 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of  the Lord.  

 

 

All are seated.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 

OFFERTORY SOLO  O Holy Night       Adolphe Adam     

All sing.  

SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS 

Presider All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and  
  loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on 
  high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of  the world 
  and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; you brought forth all 
  creatures of  the earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy 
  One of  Blessing, all you create is a sign of  hope for our journey; and so as the 
  morning stars sing your praises we join the  heavenly beings and all creation as 
  we shout for joy: 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Presider God be with you.  

All  And also with you.  

Presider Lift up your hearts.  

All   We lift them to God. 

Presider Let us give thanks to God. 

All  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

Hymnal 1982, S 129, Music: David Hurd (b. 1950) Copyright: Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing, Inc. 



14 

 

Presider Glory and honor are yours, Creator of  all, your Word has never been silent; 

  you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them 

  from bondage and led them to a land of  promise. Of  your grace, you gave 

  Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of  your reign and 

  give himself  for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 

  you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and 

  restored us to the glory you intend for us. 

   

  We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and 

  when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: 

  “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of  

  me.”  

 

  After supper Jesus took the cup of  wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends 

  and said: “Drink this, all of  you: this cup is the New Covenant in my Blood, 

  poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of  sin. Do this for the  

  remembrance of  me.” 

 

  And so remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the  

  resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and  

  presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have 

  made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 

 

All  Dying, you destroyed our death. 

  Rising, you restored our life. 

  Christ Jesus, come in glory! 

 

Presider Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of  bread and wine that 

  they may be to us the Body and Blood of  your Christ. Grant that we, burning 

  with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of  hope, justice, and love. Giver of  

  Life, draw us together in the Body of  Christ, and in the fullness of  time gather 

  us with Blessed Mary, Blessed Thomas, and all your people into the joy of  our 

  true eternal home. 

 

  Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of  your Holy 

  Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of  unending praise.  

  Blessed are you now and for ever.  

 

All    Amen. 



15 

 

All sing.  

FRACTION ANTHEM   

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread.  

  Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  

  Amen.     

The bread is broken.  

Hymnal 1982, S 164, Music: From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937)  
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 INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Presider  The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. 
 
All may be seated for the time of  Communion. Ushers will invite each row forward to the altar. Bread and 
wine are distributed at the three standing stations in front of  the altar. If  you wish to receive a blessing 
instead of  the Eucharist, please cross your arms in front of  your chest. Intinction (dipping the bread in the 
wine) is not available at this time. If  you do not wish to drink from the common cup, please cross your arms 
in front of  your chest as you reverence the chalice. The full grace of  the sacrament is received with only the 
bread.  
 
THOSE WORSHIPPING AT HOME ARE INVITED TO PRAY THE FOLLOWING  
PRAYER: 
 

O Christ, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive 
communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself  with you and embrace you with all my heart, 
my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I 
come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

COMMUNION MUSIC   In Dulci Jubilo         Marcel Dupré 

All rise as able.  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Presider Let us pray. 
All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
  members of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
  spiritual food in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
  the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
  you with gladness and singleness of  heart; through Christ our Lord. 
  Amen. 
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You are invited to light your candle during Silent Night. An usher will come to your pew and light the first 
candle in the pew. Help spread the light of  Christ by lighting your neighbor's candle. But please, don't 
spread the light of  Christ by lighting your neighbor's hair on fire. Yes, we have seen this happen before! 

The Hymnal 1982, 111, © John F. Young, Carl H. Reinecke; Sources: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885); Stille Nacht 



18 

 

2022 Christmas Flowers are given to the glory of God by… 

Robin & Gerda Middleton In thanksgiving for 60 years of marriage. 

The Niermeyer Family In memory of Mary Friedlander & Bruce Niermeyer. 

Laurie and Jerry Angelo In thanksgiving for our family and the St. Thomas community. 

Fred & Molly McConkey In thanksgiving for our St. Thomas Parish community. 

Claude, Chris & Kate Rogers In memory of Anne Rogers. 

Jerry & Jackie Livingston In memory of Cindi Livingston Warberg. 

Gregg & Tera Soelter To the glory of God. 

Mary Ann Hooper In memory of Dr. Donald Hooper. 

Laura Scheyer In loving memory of Zelda M. Scheyer. 

Ruthlyn Stephan In memory of Marc Stephan. 

The Katri Family In thanksgiving for blessings received. 

Jean Haehl In loving memory of Russell Haehl. 

Mary Pneuman In memory of Fred Pneuman. 

POSTLUDE    Swiss Noel                             Louis Daquin 

THE DISMISSAL 
Presider Let us bless the Lord.  
All  Thanks be to God. 

THE BLESSING 

 

Presider May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and 

heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of  God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 

always.  

All Amen.  
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SERVING TODAY: 

 

The Rev. Elizabeth (Liz) Costello 

Preaching & Presiding 

● 

The Rev. Jim McEachran, Lutheran pastor 

The Rev. Jonathan Siehl, Presbyterian pastor 

The Rev. Joseph G. Wolyniak, Episcopalian priest 

Assisting Clergy 

● 

Lisalynn Reed 

Associate for Children & Families 

● 

Doug Cleveland 

Director of  Music 

● 

Carter Chorlton 

Soprano 

 

*Pageant narrations and music adapted from: Enrichment: A Children’s Liturgy for Christmas Eve The Complete 
Guide to Godly Play, Volume 3 © By Jerome Berryman 


