
The Rev Steve Best

Dwight Russell

1/10/2010 St Thomas Episcopal Church 1



With whom is the covenant 
of baptism and how do you 
live out this relationship? 
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¢ƘŜ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΧ
·ȣÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÎÔÈÁÔ ×Å ȰÓÈÁÒÅȱ 
ÂÕÒÄÅÎÓȢ )Ô ÉÓÎȭÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÏÏÓÉÎÇ ÏÆ Á ÎÅ×life -
ÓÔÙÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÎÇ ÎÅ× ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ÂÕÔ Á ȰÇÉÆÔȟ Á 
ÒÅÂÉÒÔÈȢȱ

·You must live out the covenant pro -actively by 
ministering to the poor, the suffering and the 
ÎÅÅÄÙ ɉȰÆÅÅÄ ÍÙÓÈÅÅÐȱɊȢ
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What the relationship isnot
·It is not the formation of a ritual, and a religious 

elite who are distinguished from everyone else.

·The baptized are a society of beggars, confessing 
themselves to be like everyone else in the 
common need for mercy, and life, and God, a 
society of witnesses to grace and the forgiveness 
of sins.
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How do you see/understand 
God in this?
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How do you see/understand God in this?
·In a real sense, God emptied himself to death. We 

are baptized into the death of Jesus. As a 
ÂÁÐÔÉÚÉÎÇ ÐÒÉÅÓÔ ÓÁÉÄȡ Ȱ#ÏÍÅ ÄÉÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ 
your life can be given back to you in a way you 
ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÅȢȱ 
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How do you see/understand God in this?
·Water symbolizes, and stands for Christ ɀthe 

woman at the well (water), the blind man at the 
pool (water).

·As the second century church father, Justin 
-ÁÒÔÙÒȟ ÓÁÉÄȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÆ 
the illumination that occurs in the bath of 
ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍȟ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢȱ
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How do you see/understand God in this?
·Lazarus was similar to a child who is to be 
ÂÁÐÔÉÚÅÄȢ (Å ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ 
dead (in complete and utter need). But a 
community came, loving him, praying for him, 
and believing the promise. 
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What is called forth?
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What is called forth?
·The calling of the baptized to continuing

conversion.

o This continuation is manifested in the exploration 
and recognition of our individual gifts for ministry 
in building the Kingdom of God. 

1/10/2010 St Thomas Episcopal Church 10



What is called forth?
·Responsibilities to each other

o To name the dispositions out of which we behave in  
Christ -like ways.

o To create an environment in which they can be seen  
and formed.

o To help each other practice holy habits and faithful 
choices.

o To support each other when we fail.

The community will experience others living in a 
certain way and will want to do so themselves. 
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What is called forth?
·Contrast and variances

o We are to encourage the expression of differences, 
not their suppression. This is the work of 
reconciliation; it is never achieved by the denial of 
discord. To aim for anything else is stif ling and can 
be destructive. 
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What difference does the 
understanding of baptism make
in our lives? What are the 
implications for ministry?
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Understanding
·By reviewing and renewing our baptismal vows, 

followed by Pentecost, every Christian can be
re-inserted annually into the identity proclaimed 
by the baptismal process. 
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Understanding
·Baptism is the way the Eucharist begins and the 

Eucharist is the way baptism is sustained.

·Baptism enables us, when we look upon the Host 
at communion, to see not just bread and not only 
the Christ, but to see ourselves in Him, living 
members of his body, the Church. It is to this that 
×Å ÓÁÙ Ȱ!ÍÅÎȱ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ×Åreceive what we have 
become.

·This is no longer just knowledge; it is wisdom. 
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Implications for Ministry
·Evangelizing of parents, god -parents and others 

associated with a baptism.

·Encouraging people to, as soon as pregnant or  
adoption is approved, to contact their priest, 
choose god -parents, and participate in a blessing.

·Encouraging people, at birth or adoption, to ask 
their priest to give them a thanksgiving blessing. 
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Questions
·Do the promises made at baptism guide our 

everyday lives?

·Do we make every effort to connect our lives in 
the Church to the other dimensions of our lives 
(career, social, etc.)? 
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A Caution
·Ministry can become a role and a function rather 

than a testimony to who and what we are.
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